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N1. Leahy

A majority of cleaf people rvho get their inrpl.rrrt trrrnecl on ior the first iinne catrnot

even understancl the stluncl th.lt their llr;-rin is receiving' The brain neercls trl rer'vire

itsell before it can cve-n corrprehend the netv serrsclrl' input.

I had m,v hearing for 20 years before going ir-rllv cleai, meanirrg that my brain

clid not necci to rervire as much when lchose to get a cochlear implant. But cvcn

thoughlrvasthemostprepareclpatientatml,hospital,lcoultlnrltunderstancla
single thirrg that was saicl to nre for two nronths .liter nr1''rctivatiorr' Yes' I cclulcl hear

sound, but itr,vas extremelv clifficultto comprehencl. The artificial souncl a cochlear

implantproviclesisrrotthesanlCaSthesor-rrlclhearingpeopleexperience.lttakes
practice ancl harcl \vork in rtrcler to obtain something close to ar-rclillility' Using a

cochlear implant can lte quite demancling, even for the most pronrising cirncliclates'

So i,vhen a pcrsolr rvitl'ror,rf this knor,vleclge \vatches the activation viclerl the,v are lecl

to think that the c|eaf llersrln can fully he;rr everything, \vhich is not the case.

Resltonses fronr hearing people on activatirln vicleos make it clear that thcy are

una\,vare of the cochlcar implant's linritations. one YouTube conrmenter, for instance'

rcsponcle.cl to a vicleo \vith "tal<e her to;rn orchestra, nciwl" Trl a maioritv of implant

users, music is the last thing tlrev want to hear on the firsi clal' cli hearing soLlncl'

Souncl is strenuous at first ancl it is a struggle to even l<eep the inilllant on for the

first felv weeks.

orrce yclu knor,v hor,v Oven'vhelming the new sottncls from the cochlear irnplant

can be, it,s clear that pcople in some of tlrese vicleos may not be crying tcars of jrly,

br-rt tears.f confusion ancl discomfort clr-re to sensory overloacl-althor'rglr, of course,

it,s the,,hoppy,,results that tcncl trl go viral. one Conlmenter ()n a cochlear implant

video writes: ,,lt's irrteresting to me that cleaf childrcn always seem to smile rvhen

they hear ior the first time." But the chilclren rvho cr,v from the sudclerr flood of new

sensorv information aren't seen onlinc'

These vicleos also tencl tO 8et Comments from hearing people Iil<e,,this is a miracle

cure!,,For several reasons, it's troubling to hail cochleilr implants as a n'riracle'

Cochlear implants;rren't accessible to everyone; thel' 6et1 a minimum of $:O'O[)O'

require a lot of therapy and effort, and aren't.rllpropriate for every person or every

type of cle;rfness. More important for the Deaf commur-rity, though, is the implication

that cleafness is somethirrg that neecls to be cr-tred, rather than accomnroflated by our

hearing-dominatecl society. rt-,,rrgt., the community is generally supportive of cochlear

implants as a technology, as long as they're handted ethicallv, the perception of then-r

as a "miracle cure" is ofiensive'

The implant itself isn't a problem. The issue is that rvhen people view these

activation vicleos as tear-ierking material of disabled people being "curecl," it

perpetuates many founclations of allleism. For some members of the Deaf com-

munit,v, glamorizing ancl celebrating cochlear implants this way anr()Lllrtq trr saving

,,vour existence is impairecl ancl climinishecl irncl neecls to be fixecl for you to have

a full life."
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